The Origin of New College MS 144: Some Text-Critical Observations

New College, Oxford, MS 144 is of unknown provenance, and apparently the curators are unsure of
how or when it came into the collection. At first sight, this nicely executed manuscript appears to
come from far-away Italy, adding a further element of mystery to the question of its origins. While
consulting New College MS 144 to gather textual information on
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THE TEXTUAL FEATURES OF THESE ENGLISH COPIES OF DH

The most obvious feature common to all
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Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, MS 137, f. 137va*

Bibliothéque nationale de France, Paris, lat. 2049, f. 178v°
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https://parker.stanford.edu/parker/catalog/nv561vc7640
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b10038379d/f185.item
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CONCLUSION

Although the Pseudo-Hugh Tractatus de consciencia as found in New College MS 144 does not
depend directly on any surviving manuscript, its version of the text follows the same pattern as the
other five English witnesses listed here. As a group, these English witnesses stand apart from the rest
of the extensive manuscript tradition of this work. The text as copied in New College MS 144 can
come only from an exemplar of this sub-family and therefore must be of English origin.
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